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King Affonso V., the nephew of Dora. Henrique, being
desirous of haying a map of the world projected, entrusted
all the plans that had heen prepared by his uncle to the^
Venetian Fra Mauro, of the Camaldolese Convent of San
Miguel de Murano. On this map, which occupied three
years in construction, and which preceded by forty years
the rounding of the Cape of Good Hope by Vasco da
Gama3 the southern extremity of Africa was clearly laid
down under the name of " Cavo di Diab," and to the
north-east of that point are inscribed the names of " Soffala,"
and " Xenglbar." This information was most probably
obtained through the Arab traders, either from their own
knowledge or from information they had received from
the natives. In 1461-62 the King sent out two armed
caravels, under the command of Pedro de Cintra, by whom
the coast of Africa was discovered to some miles south of
Sierra Leone. In 1469 the King rented the trade of the
African coast to Fernao Gromez for 500 cruzados a year,
for five years, reserving the ivory trade only to the^
Crown, and stipulating for the discovery of a hundred
leagues of coast annually. This stipulated exploration
was to commence at Sierra Leone, the point reached by
the latest previous discoverers. In 1471 the equinoctial
line was crossed from north to south for the first time
within human knowledge; and by the expiration of his
contract Fernao Gomez had made discoveries as far as
Cape St. Catherine, two degrees south of the equator.

On the death of A.ffonso V.,his son and successor, JoaoII.,
entered with zeal into the views of his predecessors,,
and of his great uncle Dom Henrique. In 1484 Diogo
Cao reached the mouth of the Congo river, and in this
voyage he was accompanied by the celebrated Martin
Behain, the inventor of the application of the astrolabe to
navigation. In his next voyage he traversed'more than
200 leagues beyond the Congo.

When Diogo Cao was returning for the first time from
Congo, one Joao Affonso de Aveiro was commissioned by